Art

READ AND THINK

I.
Read the information that is provided (pages 199 – 209 from All About the ECERS-R).

II.
Based on the general information you read on page 199, are there any changes you need to make in your art area?

III.  
Based on the specific information you read for each of the indicators for this item, are there any changes you need to make in your classroom so that children have the required art materials, space, and equipment?

IV.
Do children in your classroom have the opportunity to spend a substantial portion of the day engaged in art activities?

THINK AND DO

Art Center:  Create a Self- Portrait

Start out by drawing a miniaturized outline of your body.  Every time you answer yes to a question   below, add one detail to your self-portrait.  If you answer no to the question, then write what you plan to do in order to answer yes at the beginning of the school year!  Let’s see who ends up with the most complete self-portraits!   

Questions

1. Art activities and materials are available a substantial portion of the day

2. Children can use art materials in their own creative way; they do not have to follow adult directions or patterns

3. Art materials are truly open-ended; the children are free to express their own experiences, emotions, and ideas, using skills they currently possess

4. Drawing materials include the following:  crayons, water color markers, felt-tip markers, pens, pencils, colored pencils, chalk

5. Paint materials include the following:  finger paints, tempera paints water-color paint

6. Three-dimensional materials include the following:  play dough, clay, wood for gluing or for carpentry, pipe cleaners, modeling compound

7. Collage materials include the following:  paste or glue, various types, colors and shapes of paper, cardboard shapes and pieces, felt remnants, magazine pictures, yarn/string, cotton balls, pom-poms, sequins, gems, feathers, buttons, glitter, natural objects, varied safe “junk” such as cardboard tubes, egg cartons

8. Tools include the following:  safe scissors, staplers, hole punches, tape dispensers with tape, tools to use with play dough, sponge painters, rollers, brushes of various sizes and shapes

9. Art materials are on open shelves; children can get materials, use them independently, and put them away

10. Children have opportunities for extended art experiences

